THE BACKGROUND IN RUSSIA
The Russian lands and forests, together with their
primitive inhabitants, were divided up among the
invading chiefs entirely upon a commercial basis. The
freedom of trade never rendered a consolidation of life
upon the soil, after the feudal fashion necessary. The
chiefs or boyars, living in the cities (cities of slaves and
retainers, not of craftsmen, as in Flanders), did not
find it necessary to organise an elaborate system of
rights and duties and payments in kind, such as was
created in Western Europe, but were free to buy and
sell and organise huge foraging and plundering parties,
in search of slaves and furs for sale to Byzantium, right
from the start. The freedom of contact with Byzantium
is illustrated by the early absorption of Byzantine
orthodoxy at Kiev, the original capital, and the
foundation of St, Sophia in the ninth century.
Thus the ruling powe* in early Russia was entkely in
the hands of an armed merchant ruling class. Manu-
facture, involving the growth of a special and im-
portant class of craftsmen living in cities and setting
themselves against a feudal system, was almost non-
existent. The trading function, instead of being
executed by a more or less outlawed class, outside the
feudal system, as in Western Europe, was from the
start carried on by the conquering rulers themselves,
with the easy support of the new church. The ktter
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